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THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Christ’s Imperial-Prophetic Address to the Church in Sardis (3.1-6)

I. Review From Last Week
1.

The church is Thyatira is promised a share in Christ’s reign (2.26-28)

2. Spiritual adultery/idolatry (Ahab and Jezebel; 1 Kings 16.29-22.40; 2 Kings 9.30-37)
3. The widow of Zaraphath (1 Kings 17.8-24)
4. “The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end” (2.26)

II. Christ’s Imperial-Prophetic Address to the Church in Sardis (3.1-6)
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of
God and the seven stars. “‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are
dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your
works complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it,
and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I
will come against you. 4 Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their
garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one who conquers will
be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will
confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.’
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1.

Sardis in the First Century
a. acropolis; surprise defeats
b. a city on the decline

2. Christ’s Self-identification: And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: “The words of
him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.” (3.1a)
33

Acts 2.32-33: This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured
out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing (Act 2:1 ESV)
John 1.29-34: The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who
30
takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before
31
me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with
32
water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from
33
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who
34
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

3. Rebuke/Accusation: “I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you
are dead.” (3.1b)
Ezekiel 37.1-10: The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD
2
and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among them,
3
and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he
4
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he
5
said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.
6
Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.
And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put
7
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” So I prophesied as I was
commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came
8
together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
9
upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come
10
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly
great army.
2

Genesis 1.1-3: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face
3
of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. (Gen 1:1 ESV)
Genesis 2.7: then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.
John 20.20-22: When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were
21
glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
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even so I am sending you.”
“Receive the Holy Spirit.

22

And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,

4. Exhortation and Call to Repentance: “Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is
about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. 3
Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake
up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you.”
(3.2-3)
a. Wake up! Strengthen! Remember! Keep! Repent!
Psalm 19.7-14: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is
8
sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the
9
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is clean,
10
enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired are
11
they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.
12
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. Who can
13
discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults. Keep back your servant also from
presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, and innocent
14
of great transgression. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable
in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

5. Commendation: “Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled
their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy.” (3.4)
Revelation 7.13-16: Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white
14
robes, and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These
are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them
15
white in the blood of the Lamb. “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day
16
and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. They
shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.
Revelation 19.6-8: Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of
many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord
7
our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of
8
the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with
fine linen, bright and pure” – for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
John 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 8:29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that
30
31
are pleasing to him.” As he was saying these things, many believed in him. So Jesus said to the
32
Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Ephesians 2.10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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Ephesians 4.1-3 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the
2
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing
3
with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

6. Promise: “The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never
blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before
his angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” (3.5-6)
Zechariah 3.1-5 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD,
2
and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD
rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked
3
4
from the fire?” Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy garments. And the
angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” And to
him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure
5
vestments.” And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on
his head and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD was standing by.
Revelation 17.8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit
and go to destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of
life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to
come.
Acts 3.20-21a: Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out,
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.

20

that times of

John 6.37-40: All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never
38
cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent
39
me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given
40
me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on
the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
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