THE BOOK OF REVELATION

“Eternal Life in the Consummate Cosmic Sanctuary” (Revelation 21.22-22.5)

Review of Revelation 21.9-21

1. The New Jerusalem (Rev 21.9-14)

a. Spiritual Vision: “Come, I will show you the Bride” (21.9-11; cf. Rev 17.1-3; Ezek 40.1-
2; 43.1-5)

b. City walls: twelve gates (tribes of Israel) and twelve foundations (apostles) (cf.
Ezek 48.30-34; 1 Chron 24-26; Is 26.1-4; Eph 2.10-21)

2. Adorned as a Bride for her Husband (Rev 21.15-21)
a. Measuring the city (cf. Rev 11.1-2; Ezek 40.5; 45.1-5; 48.8-13; Zech 1.16; 2.2)

i. Shape: foursquare (cube = holy of holies [1 Kgs 6.20])
ii. Size:12 000 X 12 000 X 12 000
iii. Walls: 144 cubits

b. Materials

i. Wall: jasper
ii. City: pure gold, like clear glass
iii. Foundations of the wall: adorned with every kind of jewels (Ex 28.17-20;
39.8-14; cf. Is 54; Gen 2; Ezek 28)
iv. 12 gates: pearls
v. Streets: pure gold, like transparent glass
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Revelation 21.22-22.5

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple
is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.
> And the city has no need of sun or moon to
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light,
and its lamp is the Lamb. ** By its light will
the nations walk, and the kings of the earth
will bring their glory into it, ?° and its gates
will never be shut by day — and there will be
no night there. ?® They will bring into it the
glory and the honor of the nations. ¥’ But
nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone
who does what is detestable or false, but only
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of
life.

22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the
water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb ? through the middle
of the street of the city; also, on either side of the
river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree
were for the healing of the nations. * No longer will
there be anything accursed, but the throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will
worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name
will be on their foreheads. > And night will be no
more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for
the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign
forever and ever.

Its Temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb (Rev 21.22-27)

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 3 And the
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the
Lamb. > By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, *
and its gates will never be shut by day - and there will be no night there. ¢ They will bring into it the
glory and the honor of the nations. ¥ But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does
what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

1. No temple (21.22): And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty

and the Lamb.

a. Incarnation - Pentecost = Second Coming

Haggai 2:9 The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And
in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.

Jeremiah 3:16-17 And when you have multiplied and been fruitful in the land, in those days, declares
the LORD, they shall no more say, “The ark of the covenant of the LORD.” It shall not come to mind or
be remembered or missed; it shall not be made again. !7 At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne
of the LORD, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of the LORD in Jerusalem, and they shall
no more stubbornly follow their own evil heart.

Isaiah 65:17 For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be

remembered or come into mind.

2. No need of sun or moon (21.23): And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.
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Isaiah 60:19-21 The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give you
light; but the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. 2° Your sun shall no
more go down, nor your moon withdraw itself; for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your
days of mourning shall be ended. ?' Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land forever,
the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I might be glorified.

3. The light and glory of the nations (21.24-26): By its light will the nations walk, and the kings
of the earth will bring their glory into it, > and its gates will never be shut by day - and there
will be no night there. > They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.

Isaiah 60:1-5, 11 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise
upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. > And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your rising. # Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to
you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 3 Then you shall see
and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,

the wealth of the nations shall come to you ... '! Your gates shall be open continually; day and night
they shall not be shut, that people may bring to you the wealth of the nations, with their kings led in
procession.

Revelation 4:9-11 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is
seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, !° the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is
seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the
throne, saying, !' “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you
created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”

4. Purified by the Lamb (21.27): But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does
what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Revelation 5:9-12 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language
and people and nation, '° and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall
reign on the earth.” ' Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, !> saying with a
loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and
honor and glory and blessing!”

Eternal Life in the Consummate Cosmic Sanctuary (Rev 22.1-5)

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of
God and of the Lamb * through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the
tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for
the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be
on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord
God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

1. The River and Tree of Life (22.1-2): Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life,
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb * through the middle of the
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street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

a. the second Adam extends the Eden to the ends of earth

Genesis 2:8-15 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man
whom he had formed. * And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is
pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. '° A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and
became four rivers. !! The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land
of Havilah, where there is gold. ' And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.
13 The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. '*
And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the
Euphrates. '> The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.
(NOTE: tabernacle/temple was a replica garden sanctuary)

Genesis 1:26-28 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 2’ So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 2 And God blessed them.
And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

Zechariah 14:6-9 On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost. 7 And there shall be a unique day,
which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but at evening time there shall be light. ® On that
day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the
western sea. It shall continue in summer as in winter. ° And the LORD will be king over all the earth.
On that day the LORD will be one and his name one.

Isaiah 35:1-10 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like
the crocus; ? it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of
our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. # Say to those who have an
anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense
of God. He will come and save you.” °> Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the
deaf unstopped; © then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall
become reeds and rushes. 8 And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the
unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they
shall not go astray. ° No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be
found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. ' And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come
to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Isaiah 43:18-21 “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. ' Behold, I am doing
a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers
in the desert. 2 The wild beasts will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches, for I give water in the
wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 2! the people whom I formed for
myself that they might declare my praise.

Ezekiel 47:1-12 Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, water was issuing from
below the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was flowing
down from below the south end of the threshold of the temple, south of the altar... ¢ And he said to me,
“Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 7 As I went back, I saw
on the bank of the river very many trees on the one side and on the other. ® And he said to me, “This
water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, and enters the sea; when the water

Revelation Bible Study Week 40
Westminster Chapel at High Park 4 December 2013



flows into the sea, the water will become fresh. © And wherever the river goes, every living creature that
swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea
may become fresh; so everything will live where the river goes ... > And on the banks, on both sides of
the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, but
they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit
will be for food, and their leaves for healing.”

John 4:10-14 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give
me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” ' The woman said
to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living
water? 2 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did
his sons and his livestock.” ! Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,
14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will
give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

John 7:37-39 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts,
let him come to me and drink. *® Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will
flow rivers of living water.”” 3 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were
to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

2. Priest-kings (22.3, 5b): No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and
of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him ... they will reign forever and ever.

Isaiah 61:6 but you shall be called the priests of the LORD); they shall speak of you as the ministers of
our God (cf. Ex 19.4-6)

Revelation 1:4-6 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is
and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, > and from Jesus
Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves
us and has freed us from our sins by his blood ¢ and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father,
to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Revelation 5:9-10 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language
and people and nation, '° and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall
reign on the earth.”

3. Beatific Vision (22.4-5a): They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And
night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their
light.

Psalm 11:4 The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD’s throne is in heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids
test the children of man. 3> The LORD tests the righteous, but his soul hates the wicked and the one who
loves violence. ¢ Let him rain coals on the wicked; fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the
portion of their cup. ” For the LORD is righteous; he loves righteous deeds; the upright shall behold his
face.

Psalm 27:3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me,
yet I will be confident. * One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that [ may dwell in
the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in
his temple. ° For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover
of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.
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1 John 3:1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God;
and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we
are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears
we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. > And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies
himself as he is pure. * Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness.

2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who
is the Spirit.

4. The Consummation of Blessing

Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, * “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus
you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, >* The LORD bless you and keep you; 2’ the
LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 2 the LORD lift up his countenance
upon you and give you peace. 27 “So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless
them.”
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