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THE BOOK OF REVELATION
“Come, I will show you the Bride” (Revelation 21.9-27)

Review of Revelation 20.11-21.8
1.

The Last Judgment (20.11-15)
a. Revelation 20.11-15 is the blossom of 11.18: “The nations raged, but your wrath came,
and the time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants, the
prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great, and for
destroying the destroyers of the earth.”
b. cosmic cataclysm: “earth and sky fled away” (so too, the sea in 21.1; cf. Rev 6.12-14;
16.20; Ps 102.25-27; Is 51.6; 2 Pet 3.7-12)
c. “the dead, great and small, standing” (20.12, implies resurrection; cf. Dan 12.1-2;
John 5.28-29; etc.)
d. “books were opened … dead were judged by what was written in the books,
according to what they had done” (20.12; cf. Dan 7.9-10; 12.1-2)
e. “Then another book was opened, which is the book of life” (20.12; cf. Rev 1.4-7; 5.910; 3.5; 13.8; 17.8; Phil 4.3; Luke 10.20)
f.

“Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire” (21.13; lake of fire = second
death) (21.4cf. 1 Cor 15.54-55; Is 25.8)

g. “if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the
lake of fire” (21.15)
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2. “Behold! I am making all things new!” (21.1-8)
a. “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” (20.2; cf. Is 52.1-10; 61.10-62.5; Eph
5.25-27)
b. Covenant dwelling: “Behold, the dwelling place [“tabernacle”] of God is with man.
He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away.” (20.3-4; Heb 11.10; 12.22-24; 13.12-14; Ex 6.7; Song
2.16; Lev 26.11-13; 2 Cor 6.14-18; Ezek 37.26-28; Is 35.10)
c. “Behold, I am making all things new” (cf. Is 43.18-19; 65.17-19; 66.22; 2 Cor 5.14-17)
d. “These words are trustworthy and true”
e. “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end” (cf. Rev 1.8,
17; 16.17; Is 41.4; 44.6; 48.11-13)
3. “To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment”
Psalm 36:8-9 They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your
delights. 9 For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light.
Jeremiah 2:13 for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters,
and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.
Isaiah 49:8-10 Thus says the LORD: “In a time of favor I have answered you; in a day of salvation I have
helped you; I will keep you and give you as a covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the
desolate heritages, 9 saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’ to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ They shall
feed along the ways; on all bare heights shall be their pasture; 10 they shall not hunger or thirst, neither
scorching wind nor sun shall strike them, for he who has pity on them will lead them, and by springs of water
will guide them. (cf. Rev 7.13-17; Is 55.1-3)
John 4:10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a
drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” (cf. John 7.37-39)

4. “The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.”
Revelation 2:26-27 “The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give
authority over the nations, 27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in
pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father.”
Revelation 12:10-11 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been
thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the blood
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.
2 Samuel 7:14-15 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will
discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart
from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you.
Psalm 89:26-29 He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’ 27 And I
will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. 28 My steadfast love I will keep for him
forever, and my covenant will stand firm for him. 29 I will establish his offspring forever and his throne as
the days of the heavens.
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5. “But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with
fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”
Deuteronomy 18:9-12 “When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not
learn to follow the abominable practices of those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone who
burns his son or his daughter as an offering, anyone who practices divination or tells fortunes or interprets
omens, or a sorcerer 11 or a charmer or a medium or a necromancer or one who inquires of the dead, 12 for
whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD. And because of these abominations the LORD
your God is driving them out before you.
John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks
out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (cf. 1 John 2.1-6; 4.20)
1 John 5:10-11 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not
believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne
concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

Revelation 21.9-22.5
Then came one of the seven angels who had the
seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and
spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you
the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he
carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high
mountain, and showed me the holy city
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God, 11 having the glory of God, its radiance
like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as
crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the
gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons
of Israel were inscribed-- 13 on the east three
gates, on the north three gates, on the south
three gates, and on the west three gates. 14 And
the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and
on them were the twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.
15

And the one who spoke with me had a
measuring rod of gold to measure the city and
its gates and walls. 16 The city lies foursquare,
its length the same as its width. And he
measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its
length and width and height are equal. 17 He also
measured its wall, 144 cubits by human
measurement, which is also an angel’s
measurement.
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The wall was built of jasper, while the city
was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The
foundations of the wall of the city were adorned
with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper,
the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth
emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian,
the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the
ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh
jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve
gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made
of a single pearl, and the street of the city was
pure gold, like transparent glass.
22

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple
is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine
on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its
lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations
walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their
glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut
by day – and there will be no night there. 26 They
will bring into it the glory and the honor of the
nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter
it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or
false, but only those who are written in the
Lamb’s book of life.
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The New Jerusalem (Rev 21.9-14)
Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke
to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away
in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out
of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper,
clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and
on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed – 13 on the east three
gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. 14 And the
wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb.

1.

Revelation 21.9-22.5 is the blossoming of the bud of Revelation 21.2 (cf. Ezekiel 40-48)

2. “Come, I will show you the Bride” (21.9-11)
a. The Harlot and the Bride (cf. Rev 17.1-3 and 21.9-10)
Revelation 17:1-3 Then one of the seven angels
who had the seven bowls came and said to me,
“Come, I will show you the judgment of the great
prostitute who is seated on many waters, 2 with
whom the kings of the earth have committed
sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose
sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have
become drunk.” 3 And he carried me away in the
Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman
sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of
blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and
ten horns.

Revelation 21:9-11 Then came one of the
seven angels who had the seven bowls full
of the seven last plagues and spoke to me,
saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride,
the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me
away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain,
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem
coming down out of heaven from God, 11
having the glory of God, its radiance like a
most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as
crystal.

b. Spiritual vision: “he carried me away in the Spirit”
Ezekiel 40:1-2 In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the
month, in the fourteenth year after the city was struck down, on that very day, the hand of the LORD
was upon me, and he brought me to the city. 2 In visions of God he brought me to the land of Israel, and
set me down on a very high mountain, on which was a structure like a city to the south.
Ezekiel 43:1-5 Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing east. 2 And behold, the glory of the God of
Israel was coming from the east. And the sound of his coming was like the sound of many waters, and
the earth shone with his glory. 3 And the vision I saw was just like the vision that I had seen when he
came to destroy the city, and just like the vision that I had seen by the Chebar canal. And I fell on my
face. 4 As the glory of the LORD entered the temple by the gate facing east, 5 the Spirit lifted me up and
brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the temple.

c. “having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as
crystal” (21.11; cf. Rev 4.1-11)
Isaiah 58:8 Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily;
your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
Isaiah 60:1-2 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2 For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon
you, and his glory will be seen upon you.
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3. City Walls: twelve gates (tribes of Israel) and twelve foundations (apostles) (cf. Ezek 48.3034; 1 Chron 24-26)
Isaiah 26:1-4 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; he sets up
salvation as walls and bulwarks. 2 Open the gates, that the righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in. 3
You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you. 4 Trust in the LORD
forever, for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock.
Ephesians 2:10-21 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh,
called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands – 12
remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace,
who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the
law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the
two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing
the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.
18
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.

Adorned as a Bride for Her Husband (Rev 21.15-21)
And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and
walls. 16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his
rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. 17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits
by human measurement, which is also an angel’s measurement. 18 The wall was built of jasper, while
the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with
every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20
the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls,
each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent
glass.

1.

Measuring the city (cf. Rev 11.1-2; Ezek 40.5; 45.1-5; 48.8-13; Zech 1.16; 2.2)
Zechariah 1:16 Therefore, thus says the LORD, I have returned to Jerusalem with mercy; my house shall
be built in it, declares the LORD of hosts, and the measuring line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem.

2. Measurements
a. Shape: foursquare (cube = holy of holies)
1 Kings 6:20 The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty cubits
high, and he overlaid it with pure gold.

b. Size: 12 000 x 12 000 x 12 000
c. Walls: 144 cubits
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3. Materials
a. Wall: jasper
b. City: pure gold, like clear glass
c. Foundations of the wall: adorned with every kind of jewels
i. 12 apostles; cf. the high priest’s “breastpiece of judgment” (Ex 28.17-20; 39.814; cf. Is 54; Gen 2; Ezek 28)
ii. jasper, sapphire, agate, emerald, onyx, carnelian, chrysolite, beryl, topaz,
chrysoprase, jacinth, amethyst
Exodus 28:16-21 It shall be square and doubled, a span its length and a span its breadth. 17 You
shall set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and carbuncle shall be the first row; 18
and the second row an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 19 and the third row a jacinth, an agate,
and an amethyst; 20 and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold
filigree. 21 There shall be twelve stones with their names according to the names of the sons of Israel.
They shall be like signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes.
1 Kings 7:9 All these were made of costly stones, cut according to measure, sawed with saws, back
and front, even from the foundation to the coping, and from the outside to the great court. 10 The
foundation was of costly stones, huge stones, stones of eight and ten cubits.
1 Peter 2:5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

d. 12 gates: pearls
e. Streets: pure gold, like transparent glass
Isaiah 54:1-6, 10-12, 55.1 Isaiah 54:1 “Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing
and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more than
the children of her who is married,” says the LORD. 2 “Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains
of your habitations be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes. 3
For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess the nations and
will people the desolate cities. 4 “Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded, for you will
not be disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of your widowhood you
will remember no more. 5 For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is his name; and the Holy
One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called. 6 For the LORD has called you
like a wife deserted and grieved in spirit, like a wife of youth when she is cast off, says your God … 10
For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you,
and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you. 11 “O
afflicted one, storm-tossed and not comforted, behold, I will set your stones in antimony, and lay your
foundations with sapphires. 12 I will make your pinnacles of agate, your gates of carbuncles, and all your
wall of precious stones … 55:1 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.”
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Its Temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb (Rev 21.22-27)
And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the
Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25
and its gates will never be shut by day – and there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the
glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does
what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

1.

No temple (21.22)
a. Incarnation

Pentecost

Second Coming

Haggai 2:9 The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And
in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.
Jeremiah 3:16-17 And when you have multiplied and been fruitful in the land, in those days, declares
the LORD, they shall no more say, “The ark of the covenant of the LORD.” It shall not come to mind or
be remembered or missed; it shall not be made again. 17 At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne
of the LORD, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of the LORD in Jerusalem, and they shall
no more stubbornly follow their own evil heart.

2. No need of sun or moon (21.23)
Isaiah 60:19-21 The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give you light;
but the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. 20 Your sun shall no more go
down, nor your moon withdraw itself; for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning
shall be ended. 21 Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land forever, the branch of my
planting, the work of my hands, that I might be glorified.

3. The light and glory of the nations (21.24-26)
Isaiah 60:1-5, 11 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2 For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you. 3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of
your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall
come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your
heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations
shall come to you … 11 Your gates shall be open continually; day and night they shall not be shut, that people
may bring to you the wealth of the nations, with their kings led in procession.

4. Purified by the Lamb (21.27)
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