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THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Inaugurated Millennium (Revelation 20.1-10)

Review of Revelation 19.11-21
1.

The Second Coming of Christ (19.11-16)
a. Judgment in righteousness, holiness, and truth
b. Names: “Faithful and True,” “The Word of God,” and “King of kings and Lord of
lords”
c. War and judgment by the “sword [word] of his mouth”

2. The Great Supper (19.17-18)
a. Grotesque parody of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb
b. Gog and Magog (Ezekiel 38-39)
3. The Last Battle and the destruction of the beast and the false prophet (19.19-21)

Revelation 20.1-10
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 2
And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and
threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the
thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.
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Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not
worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life
and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were
ended. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the
second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand
years.
7

And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will come out to deceive the
nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand
of the sea. 9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the
beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown
into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever.

Satan Bound for a 1000 Years (20.1-3)
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and
a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound
him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he
might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be
released for a little while.
1.

“the key” = authority/sovereignty
Revelation 1:17-18 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me,
saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.” (cf. Rev 3.7-9; 6.8; 9.1-2)

2. The binding of Satan
Matthew 12:29 Or how can someone enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first
binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house. (cf. Mark 3.27)
Luke 10:17-20 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in
your name!” 18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have given
you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall
hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your
names are written in heaven.” (cf. Rev 12.7-12)
John 12:31-32 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32 And I,
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
Colossians 2:13-15 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that
stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers
and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. (cf. Rev 12.10-11)
Hebrews 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil.
Matthew 16:18-19 “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
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3. The purpose of the binding of Satan: “so that he might not deceive the nations” (i.e., so that
the Gospel might advance throughout the nations)
Revelation 16:12-16 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was
dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. 13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon
and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs.
14
For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble
them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. 15 (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the
one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) 16
And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.
Acts 26:15-23 And I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.
But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant
and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, 17 delivering
you from your people and from the Gentiles – to whom I am sending you 18 to open their eyes, so that they
may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ 19 “Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not
disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and
throughout all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God,
performing deeds in keeping with their repentance. 21 For this reason the Jews seized me in the temple and
tried to kill me. 22 To this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both to
small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass: 23 that the Christ
must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people and
to the Gentiles.”
16

Acts 28:23-31 When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers.
From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince
them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 24 And some were convinced by what
he said, but others disbelieved. 25 And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul had made one
statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet: 26 “‘Go to this
people, and say, “You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 27
For this people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have
closed; lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn,
and I would heal them.’ 28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the
Gentiles; they will listen.” 29 30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who
came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness
and without hindrance.

4. The Devil is still active in other ways
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
2 Corinthians 11:13-15 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as
apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no
surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to
their deeds.
1 Peter 5:8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour.

5. 1000 years = inter-advent period (church age = 1260 days, 42 months, 3.5 years)
Psalm 50:10 For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.
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Revelation 2:10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you
into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I
will give you the crown of life.

6. “released for a little while” (cf. Rev 12.7-12)
Revelation 12:7-12 Now war arose in heaven,
Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon.
And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he
was defeated, and there was no longer any place for
them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown
down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world – he was
thrown down to the earth, and his angels were
thrown down with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice
in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser
of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses
them day and night before our God. 11 And they
have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and
by the word of their testimony, for they loved not
their lives even unto death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O
heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to
you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down
to you in great wrath, because he knows that his
time is short!”

Revelation 20:1-6 Then I saw an angel coming down
from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the
bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the
dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan,
and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into
the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might
not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand
years were ended. After that he must be released for a
little while. 4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were
those to whom the authority to judge was committed.
Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for
the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those
who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They
came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
5
The rest of the dead did not come to life until the
thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection.
6
Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power,
but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will
reign with him for a thousand years.

The First Resurrection: The Life and Reign of the Saints (20.4-6)
Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed.
Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of
God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their
foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of
the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6
Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no
power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.
1.

Vindication and Victory: life and reign* of the saints
2 Timothy 2:11-12 The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 12 if
we endure, we will also reign with him
Revelation 6:9-11 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain
for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign
Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”
11
Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow
servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.

2. “thrones” in the book of Revelation are heavenly
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3. The Resurrection on the Last Day
Isaiah 26:19-21 Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for
joy! For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead. 20 Come, my people, enter
your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while until the fury has passed
by. 21 For behold, the LORD is coming out from his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their
iniquity, and the earth will disclose the blood shed on it, and will no more cover its slain.
Daniel 12:2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt.
John 5:28-29 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his
voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil
to the resurrection of judgment.
Acts 24:14-15 But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the
God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets, 15 having a hope
in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust.
1 Corinthians 15:51-55 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and
this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal
puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”
55
“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”

4. “the first resurrection” (spiritual resurrection after death to heavenly life/reign in
intermediate time)
a. “first” (this present age; temporal) vs. “new” (age to come; eternal)
Revelation 21:1-5 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them,
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the [first] things have passed away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne
said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.”

first physical death of believers

first spiritual resurrection

second physical resurrection of unbeliever

second spiritual death

The Last Battle (20.7-10)
And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will come out to
deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle;
their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and
consumed them, 10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur
where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
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1.

The Last Battle recapitulated (Rev 16.12-16; 19.17-21; 20.7-10; cf. Ezek 38-39)

Revelation 16:12-16 The sixth
angel poured out his bowl on the
great river Euphrates, and its
water was dried up, to prepare
the way for the kings from the
east. 13 And I saw, coming out of
the mouth of the dragon and out
of the mouth of the beast and out
of the mouth of the false prophet,
three unclean spirits like frogs. 14
For they are demonic spirits,
performing signs, who go abroad
to the kings of the whole world,
to assemble them for battle on
the great day of God the
Almighty. 15 (“Behold, I am
coming like a thief! Blessed is
the one who stays awake,
keeping his garments on, that he
may not go about naked and be
seen exposed!”) 16 And they
assembled them at the place that
in
Hebrew
is
called
Armageddon.

Revelation Bible Study
Westminster Chapel at High Park

Revelation 19:17-21 Then I saw an angel
standing in the sun, and with a loud voice
he called to all the birds that fly directly
overhead, “Come, gather for the great
supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings,
the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty
men, the flesh of horses and their riders,
and the flesh of all men, both free and
slave, both small and great.” 19 And I saw
the beast and the kings of the earth with
their armies gathered to make war against
him who was sitting on the horse and
against his army. 20 And the beast was
captured, and with it the false prophet who
in its presence had done the signs by which
he deceived those who had received the
mark of the beast and those who
worshiped its image. These two were
thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns
with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by
the sword that came from the mouth of him
who was sitting on the horse, and all the
birds were gorged with their flesh.

Revelation 20:7-10 And
when the thousand years are
ended, Satan will be released
from his prison 8 and will
come out to deceive the
nations that are at the four
corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them for
battle; their number is like the
sand of the sea. 9 And they
marched up over the broad
plain of the earth and
surrounded the camp of the
saints and the beloved city, but
fire came down from heaven
and consumed them, 10 and the
devil who had deceived them
was thrown into the lake of
fire and sulfur where the beast
and the false prophet were,
and they will be tormented day
and night forever and ever.
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