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THE BOOK OF REVELATION
The Harvest and Vintage of God’s Judgment (Revelation 14.6-10)

1. Overview of the Interlude of Revelation 12.1-15.4 (Seven scenes: “then I saw …”)
(1) Conflict between the Dragon and the Woman (12.1-17)
(2) The beast from the sea (13.1-10)
(3) The beast from the land (13.11-18)
(4) The Lamb and the 144 000 (14.1-5)
(5) Angelical announcements (14.6-13)
(6) The eschatological harvest (14.14-20)
(7) The eschatological victory (15.2-4)

2. Review of Revelation 14.1-6
14 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name and
his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters
and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their
harps, 3 and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the
elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 It is these
who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever
he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in their mouth no
lie was found, for they are blameless.
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a. “on Mount Zion stood the Lamb”: the true Lamb (cf. 13.11), standing on the place of
God’s dwelling, reign, and salvation (cf. Ps 2.6-12)
b. “with the 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their
foreheads” (cf. Rev 7.1-4, 14-17; John 10.27-30)
c. Worship in eschatological Zion: the new song of the redeemed new covenant people
in the new creation (14.2-3; cf. Ps 33.2-7)
d.

“these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins.” (14.4)
i. note the context: idolatry in Rev 13.1-18 and immorality of Babylon in 14.8
(God’s people as virgin bride: Rev 19.7-9; 2 Cor 11.2-4, 13-15; 2 Kings 19.21; Is
37.22; idolatry as adultery: Jer 3.1-10; Ezek 23)

e. “these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.” (14.4; cf. 1 Pet 2.21-22; John 10.3-5)
f.

“these have been redeemed from mankind as first-fruits for God and the Lamb” (14.4;
Jer 2.2-3; James 1.17-18)

g.

“

and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless” (14.5) (faithful Gospel
testimony in the midst of the beasts’ deceit)

3. Revelation 14.6-20
6

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell
on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God
and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and
earth, the sea and the springs of water.”
8

Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made all nations
drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”
9

And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and
its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink the wine of God’s
wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the
presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up
forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and
whoever receives the mark of its name.”
12

Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith
in Jesus.
13

And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from
now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labours, for their deeds follow
them!”
14

Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with a golden
crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, calling
with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has
come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” 16 So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the
earth, and the earth was reaped.

Revelation Bible Study
Westminster Chapel at High Park

Week 30
11 September 2013

3
17

Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 And another
angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice to
the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for
its grapes are ripe.” 19 So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the
earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.20 And the winepress was trodden outside
the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia.

4. The First Angelic Announcement (Rev 14.6-7)
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those
7
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a
loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come,
and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

a. Eschatological announcement of final judgment, to the glory of God
Daniel 4.34: At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason
returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honoured him who lives forever, for his
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation. (cf.
Daniel 2, 3, 5 re: Nebuchadnezzar gives glory to God, but is not converted and never abandons
worship of idols)
Philippians 2.9-11: Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is
above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Exodus 14:4 “And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over
Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.” And they did so.
Acts 14:15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and we
bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the
heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.

5. The Second Angelic Announcement (Rev 14.8)
Another angel, a second, followed, saying, ”Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made
all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”

a. “Babylon the great”
b. “the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality”
Hosea 4:10-12 They shall eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the whore, but not multiply,
because they have forsaken the LORD to cherish 11 whoredom, wine, and new wine, which take away
the understanding. 12 My people inquire of a piece of wood, and their walking staff gives them
oracles. For a spirit of whoredom has led them astray, and they have left their God to play the whore.
Jeremiah 51:7 Babylon was a golden cup in the LORD’s hand, making all the earth drunken; the
nations drank of her wine; therefore the nations went mad. 8 Suddenly Babylon has fallen and been
broken; wail for her! Take balm for her pain; perhaps she may be healed

6. The Third Angelic Announcement (Rev 14.9-11)
And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the
10
beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also will
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drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be
tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the
11
Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day
or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its
name.”

a. Vindication
Revelation 13:15-17 And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of
the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be
slain. 16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked
on the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the
name of the beast or the number of its name.

b. “the cup of his anger” (cf. Ps 75.8; Jer 25.15; 51.7)
c. “the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever” (14.11)
Isaiah 34:9-10 And the streams of Edom shall be turned into pitch, and her soil into sulfur; her land
shall become burning pitch. 10 Night and day it shall not be quenched; its smoke shall go up forever.
From generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it forever and ever.
Genesis 19:28 And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the
valley, and he looked and, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.
Jude 1:7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual
immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal
fire.
Revelation 20:9-15 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp
of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the
devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false
prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 11 Then I saw a great white
throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was
found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what
was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were
in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them,
according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is
the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life,
he was thrown into the lake of fire.

d. “they have no rest, day or night” (14.11)
Revelation 7:13-17 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white
robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These
are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb. 15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and
night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall
hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For
the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living
water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
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7. Exhortation and Blessing to the Saints (Rev 14.12-13)
Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and
13
their faith in Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, ”that they may rest
from their labours, for their deeds follow them!”
1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

8. The Last Judgment (Rev 14.14-20)
a. The Harvest of Judgment (14.14-16)
14

Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of
15
man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. And another
angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the
cloud, ”Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of
16
the earth is fully ripe.” So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth,
and the earth was reaped.
i. “seated on the cloud one like a son of man” (14.14)
Daniel 7:9-14 “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his
clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery
flames; its wheels were burning fire. 10 A stream of fire issued and came out from before
him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before
him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened. 11 “I looked then because of the
sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed,
and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts,
their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. 13 “I
saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of
man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And to him was
given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should
serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.
ii. reaping the harvest – “for the earth is fully ripe” (14.15-16)
Joel 3:9-15 Proclaim this among the nations: Consecrate for war; stir up the mighty men. Let
all the men of war draw near; let them come up. 10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and
your pruning hooks into spears; let the weak say, “I am a warrior.” 11 Hasten and come, all
you surrounding nations, and gather yourselves there. Bring down your warriors, O LORD.
12
Let the nations stir themselves up and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I
will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in,
tread, for the winepress is full. The vats overflow, for their evil is great. 14 Multitudes,
multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of
decision. 15 The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining.
Genesis 15:13-16 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will
be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted
for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and
afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your
fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in
the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
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b. The Vintage of Judgment (14.17-20)
17

Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp
18
sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over
the fire, and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in
your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are
19
ripe.” So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest
20
of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the
winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high
as a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia.

i. “the angel who has authority over the fire” (14.18; cf. Rev 6.9-11; 8.3-5)
Revelation 8:3-5 And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he
was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before
the throne, 4 and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God
from the hand of the angel. 5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the
altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of
lightning, and an earthquake.

ii. “ripe grapes … the winepress of God’s wrath”
Joel 3:13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the winepress is full. The
vats overflow, for their evil is great.

iii. “And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the
winepress, as high as a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia.” (14.20)
Isaiah 62:8-63:3 The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: “I will not
again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink your wine
for which you have labored; 9 but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, and
those who gather it shall drink it in the courts of my sanctuary.” 10 Go through, go through
the gates; prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway; clear it of stones;
lift up a signal over the peoples. 11 Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth:
Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes; behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.” 12 And they shall be called The Holy People, The
Redeemed of the LORD; and you shall be called Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.
63:1 Who is this who comes from Edom, in crimsoned garments from Bozrah, he who is
splendid in his apparel, marching in the greatness of his strength? “It is I, speaking in
righteousness, mighty to save.” 2 Why is your apparel red, and your garments like his who
treads in the winepress? 3 “I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one
was with me; I trod them in my anger and trampled them in my wrath; their lifeblood
spattered on my garments, and stained all my apparel.

iv. Judgment outside the city (Zion; cf. 14.1)
Hebrews 13:12 So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people
through his own blood.
Revelation 21:27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is
detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
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