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THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Vindication and Condemnation:
The Lamb, the Redeemed, and Angelic Announcement of Judgment
(Revelation 14.1-13)

1. Overview of the Interlude of Revelation 12.1-15.4 (Seven scenes: “then I saw …”)
(1) Conflict between the Dragon and the Woman (12.1-17)
(2) The beast from the sea (13.1-10)
(3) The beast from the land (13.11-18)
(4) The Lamb and the 144 000 (14.1-5)
(5) Angelical announcements (14.6-13)
(6) The eschatological harvest (14.14-20)
(7) The eschatological victory (15.2-4)

2. Review of Revelation 13.11-18 (The Second Beast from the Land)
a. “Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it
spoke like a dragon.” (13.11) (Satanic masquerade)
2 Corinthians 11:13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as
apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is
no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will
correspond to their deeds.
Matthew 7:15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are
ravenous wolves.” (cf. Rev 2.18-29)
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b. The second beast leads people to worship the first beast, just as the Spirit leads us to
worship Christ (cf. John 16.13-15)
c. John’s prophecy in the first century and the twenty-first century
d. “the mark” of the beast (cf. Rev 14.9, 11; 16.2; 19.20; 20.4) vs. “the seal” of God (Rev 7.23; 9.4; 14.1; 22.4; cf. Ezek 9.4)
i. IHSOUS (Jesus) = 888 (I = 10, H = 8, S = 200, O = 70, U = 400, S = 200) (cf.
Resurrection Sunday is the eighth day of the week, the first day of the New
Creation [cf. allusions to Genesis 1-2 in John 20])
e. 666 = complete imperfection (6 is penultimate, 7 is ultimate; Revelation narrates a
series of 7s; 666 signifies blasphemous, self-deifying humanity which claims ultimate
perfection; such humanity is idolatrous and, therefore, beastly – 666, the number of
man, is the number of the beast)
f.

thrice repeated 6: intensification/masquerade (cf. “holy, holy, holy”; “him who was
and who is and who is to come” [Rev 1.4, 8; 4.8]; re: the Beast “who was and who is not
and who is to come” [Rev 17.8])

g. “wisdom (sophia) and understanding (nous)”: spiritual discernment
Revelation 17:9 This calls for a mind (nous) with wisdom (sophia): the seven heads are seven
mountains on which the woman is seated.
1 Corinthians 2.12-14: Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are
spiritual. 14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to
him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
1 John 2:15-22 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world – the desires of the flesh and the desires of the
eyes and pride of life – is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away
along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 18 Children, it is the last hour,
and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we
know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are
not of us. 20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 21 I write to
you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the
truth. 22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies
the Father and the Son.
2 John 1:5-9 And now I ask you, dear lady – not as though I were writing you a new commandment,
but the one we have had from the beginning – that we love one another. 6 And this is love, that we
walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have heard from the
beginning, so that you should walk in it. 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those
who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the
antichrist. 8 Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full
reward. 9 Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have
God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.
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3. Revelation 14.1-13
14 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name and
his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters
and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their
harps, 3 and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before
the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 It is
these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb
wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in
their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.
6

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on
earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give
him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea
and the springs of water.”
8

Another angel, a second, followed, saying, ”Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made all nations
drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”
9

And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and its
image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink the wine of God’s
wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the
presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up
forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and
whoever receives the mark of its name.”
12

Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in
Jesus.
13

And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now
on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, ”that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!”

4. The Lamb and the Redeemed (144 000) (Rev 14.1-5)
Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name
and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of
many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists
playing on their harps, 3 and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four
living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been
redeemed from the earth. 4 It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are
virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind
as first-fruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.
a. “on Mount Zion stood the Lamb”: the true Lamb (cf. 13.11), standing on the place of
God’s dwelling, reign, and salvation
Psalm 2:6-12 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 7 I will tell of the decree: The LORD
said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your
heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 9 You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.
11
Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish
in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Revelation Bible Study
Westminster Chapel at High Park

Week 29
4 September 2013

4
b. “with the 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their
foreheads” (cf. Rev 7.1-4, 14-17)
Revelation 7:14-17 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of
the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15
“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits
on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the
sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their
eyes.”
John 10:27-30 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life,
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them
to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are
one.”

c. Worship in eschatological Zion: the new song of the redeemed new covenant people
in the new creation (14.2-3)
Psalm 33:2-7 Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! 3
Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 4 For the word of the LORD is
upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness. 5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the
steadfast love of the LORD. 6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of his
mouth all their host. 7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps in storehouses.

d. “these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins.” (14.4)
i. note the context: idolatry in Rev 13.1-18 and immorality of Babylon in 14.8
(God’s people as virgin bride: Rev 19.7-9; 2 Cor 11.2; 2 Kings 19.21; Is 37.22;
idolatry as adultery: Jer 3.1-10; Ezek 23)
Revelation 14:8 Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the
great, she who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”
Revelation 19:7-9 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself
with fine linen, bright and pure”-- for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 9 And
the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of
the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”
2 Corinthians 11:2-4, 13-15 For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one
husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 3 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived
Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.
4
For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you
receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the
one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough … For such men are false apostles,
deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even
Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise
themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.

e. “these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.” (14.4)
1 Peter 2:21-22 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his
mouth.
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John 10:3-5 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him,
for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not
know the voice of strangers.”

f.

“these have been redeemed from mankind as first-fruits for God and the Lamb” (14.4)

Jeremiah 2:2-3 “Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus says the LORD, “I remember the
devotion of your youth, your love as a bride, how you followed me in the wilderness, in a land not sown. 3
Israel was holy to the LORD, the firstfruits of his harvest. All who ate of it incurred guilt; disaster came
upon them, declares the LORD.”
James 1:17-18 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by
the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

g.

“

and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless” (14.5) (faithful Gospel
testimony in the midst of the beasts’ deceit)

5. The First Angelic Announcement (Rev 14.6-7)
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7 And he said with a loud
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship
him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”
a. Eschatological announcement of final judgment, to the glory of God
Daniel 4.34: At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned
to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his dominion is an
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation. (cf. Daniel 2, 3, 5 re:
Nebuchadnezzar gives glory to God, but is not converted and never abandons worship of idols)
Philippians 2.9-11: Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Exodus 14:4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over
Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.” And they did so.
Acts 14:15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring
you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the
earth and the sea and all that is in them.

6. The Second Angelic Announcement (Rev 14.8)
Another angel, a second, followed, saying, ”Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made all
nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”
a. “Babylon the great”
b. “the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality”
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Hosea 4:10-12 They shall eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the whore, but not multiply, because
they have forsaken the LORD to cherish 11 whoredom, wine, and new wine, which take away the
understanding. 12 My people inquire of a piece of wood, and their walking staff gives them oracles. For a
spirit of whoredom has led them astray, and they have left their God to play the whore.
Jeremiah 51:7 Babylon was a golden cup in the LORD’s hand, making all the earth drunken; the nations
drank of her wine; therefore the nations went mad. 8 Suddenly Babylon has fallen and been broken; wail
for her! Take balm for her pain; perhaps she may be healed

7. The Third Angelic Announcement (Rev 14.9-11)
And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the
beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink the
wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented
with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the
smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night,
these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.”
a. Cf. Revelation 13.15-17: And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so
that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not
worship the image of the beast to be slain. 16 Also it causes all, both small and great,
both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the
forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of
the beast or the number of its name.
b. “the cup of his anger” (cf. Ps 75.8; Jer 25.15; 51.7)
c. “the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever”
Isaiah 34:9-10 And the streams of Edom shall be turned into pitch, and her soil into sulfur; her land shall
become burning pitch. 10 Night and day it shall not be quenched; its smoke shall go up forever. From
generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it forever and ever.
Genesis 19:28 And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the valley,
and he looked and, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.
Jude 1:7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual
immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.

8. Exhortation and Blessing to the Saints (Rev 14.12-13)
Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and
their faith in Jesus. 13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, ”that they may rest
from their labours, for their deeds follow them!”
1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
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