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THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Look! A door opened in heaven! Look! A throne set in heaven! (4.1-11)

Review From Last Week (Revelation 4)
1.

Revelation 4-5: the theological and liturgical introduction and centre of the book
(Revelation 4: creation; Revelation 5: redemption)

2.

Old Testament background: Daniel 7; Ezekiel 1-2, 10; Isaiah 6.
a. Revelation 4-5 and Daniel 7 1
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

language of the introductory vision (Dan 7.9; Rev 4.1)
a throne(s) set in heaven (Dan 7.9a; Rev 4.2a, 4a)
God sitting on the throne (Dan 7.9c; Rev 4.3a)
God’s appearance on the throne (Dan 7.9c; Rev 4.3a)
fire before the throne (Dan 7.9d-10a; Rev 4.5)
heavenly servants surrounding the throne (Dan 7.10b; Rev 4.4b, 6b-10; 5.8, 11, 14)
book(s) before the throne (Dan 7.10c; Rev 5.1-5)
the book(s) opened (Dan 7.10c; Rev 5.2-5, 9)
a divine/messianic figure approaches God’s throne to receive authority to reign forever
over the kingdom (Dan 7.13-14a; Rev 5.5b-7, 9a, 12-13)
the extent of the kingdom: “all peoples, nations, and tongues” (Dan 7.14a; Rev 5.9b)
John’s and Daniel’s emotional distress on account of the vision (Dan 7.15; Rev 5.4)
John’s and Daniel’s reception of heavenly counsel concerning the vision from one of the
heavenly servants (Dan 7.16; Rev 5.5a)
the saints are given divine authority to reign over the kingdom (Dan 7.18, 22, 25a; Rev 5.10)
concluding mention of God’s eternal reign (Dan 7.27b; Rev 5.13-14)
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3.

“Behold! A Throne!” (divine sovereignty, judgment, and mercy)

4.

Twenty-Four Elders and Four Living Creatures

5.

Worship (response to the holiness, glory, providence, judgments of the Creator)

Revelation 5.1-14
Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the
back, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is
worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth
was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to weep loudly because no one was found
worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.
5

And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of
David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 6 And between the throne
and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been
slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the
earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne.
8

And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the
saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,
“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain,
and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
10
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”
11

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of
many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”
13

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that
is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
14

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.
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1. The Sealed Scroll: Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a
scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel
proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And
no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it,
4
and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look
into it. (Rev 5.1-4)
a. The scroll contains the account of how God’s name is hallowed, how his kingdom
comes, and how his will in done on earth as it is heaven. It contains God’s judicial and
redemptive plan for history.
Daniel 7.10: A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand thousands
served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
Daniel 12.4-9: But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end.
5
Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold,
6
two others stood, one on this bank of the stream and one on that bank of the stream. And
someone said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, “How long
7
shall it be till the end of these wonders?” And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was
above the waters of the stream; he raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven and
swore by him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time, and that
when the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to an end all these things would be
8
finished. I heard, but I did not understand. Then I said, “O my lord, what shall be the
9
outcome of these things?” He said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and
sealed until the time of the end.
Ezekiel 2.9-10: And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a
10
scroll of a book was in it. And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the front and on
the back, and there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe.
Exodus 32.15-16: Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets
of the testimony in his hand, tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the
16
back they were written. The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of
God, engraved on the tablets.

2. The Victory of the Lamb: And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll
and its seven seals.” 6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the
elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took
the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne.” (Rev 5.5-7)
a.

The Authority of the Lion: “Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of
David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals … he went
and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne.”
Genesis 49.8-12 Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your
9
enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion’s cub; from the prey,
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my son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares
10
rouse him? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his
11
feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. Binding
his foal to the vine and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine, he has washed his garments in
12
wine and his vesture in the blood of grapes. His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth
whiter than milk.
Isaiah 11.1-4: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his
2
roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
3
LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes
4
see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

b. The Conquest of the Lamb – Beastly Rule vs. the Rule of the Lamb: “And
between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which
are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.” (cf. Exodus 12; Isaiah 53;
Zechariah 3-4)
Mark 10.32-45: And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking
ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the
33
twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, saying, “See, we are going up
to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes,
34
and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. And they will
35
mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” And
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you
36
to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for
37
you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in
38
your glory.” Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink
39
the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And
they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink,
40
and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my right
41
hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
42
And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called
them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles
43
lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so
44
among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever
45
would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
John 12.31-33: “Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.
32
33
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to
show by what kind of death he was going to die.
Colossians 2.13-15: And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of
14
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by
cancelling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside,
15
nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame,
by triumphing over them in him.
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3. Kingdom Service – Praise and Prayer: “And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.” (Rev 5.8; cf. 1 Chron 15-16, 25)
Revelation 6.9-11: When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who
10
had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a
loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our
11
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and told to
rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be
complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.
Revelation 8.1-5: When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for
2
about half an hour. Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets
3
were given to them. And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and
he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before
4
the throne, and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God
5
from the hand of the angel. Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the
altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of
lightning, and an earthquake.

4. A New Song, A New Exodus, A New People: And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are
you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you
have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”
a. a new song (cf. 1 Chronicles 15-16, 25; Psalm 96, 98)
b. a new Exodus: “by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and
language and people and nation”
Exodus 12.12-13: For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute
13
judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are.
And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you,
when I strike the land of Egypt.
Isaiah 53.5-7: But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
6
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned-- every one-- to his own way; and the
7
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.”

c. a new people: kingdom and priests on the earth (cf. Genesis 1.26-29; 2.15; Numbers 3.8;
Exodus 19.2-6; 1 Peter 2.9-10)
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5. All Heaven Breaks Loose: Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And I
heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that
is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor
and glory and might forever and ever!” 14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the
elders fell down and worshiped.
a. “Worthy is the Lamb” – the Divinity of Christ
Revelation 4.11: Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power.
Revelation 5.9: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom
and might and honor and glory and blessing!
Revelation 5.13: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and
glory and might forever and ever!”

6. The character of God’s Rule revealed in the Life-Giving Conquest of the Lamb
a. Exodus 17.1-7; Deuteronomy 32.15-18; John 3.3-5
b. Ezekiel 47.1-12; 1 Corinthians 10.1-4; John 7.37-39
c. John 16.32-17.1-5, 13-18; 19.30-36; 21.17-19
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