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A Study in
1 Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians 2.13-16
13

And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you

heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God,
which is at work in you believers. 14 For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in
Christ Jesus that are in Judea. For you suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they
did from the Jews,

15

who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out, and

displease God and oppose all mankind

16

by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they

might be saved-- so as always to fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them at
last!

More Thanksgiving (4.13)
13

And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which
is at work in you believers.

1.

receiving, hearing, and accepting the word of God1

2. “which is at work in you believers”2

1 Psalm 19:7-8 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the
simple; 8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening
the eyes. Psalm 119:9-18 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 10 With my
whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I
might not sin against you. 12 Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes! 13 With my lips I declare all the rules of
your mouth. 14 In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. 15 I will meditate on your precepts and fix
my eyes on your ways. 16 I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word. 17 Deal bountifully with your servant,
that I may live and keep your word. 18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.
2

Colossians 1:24-29 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from
God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations
but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the
glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching
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Imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea (2.14-16)
14

For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea. For
you suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they did from the Jews, 15 who killed
both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out, and displease God and oppose all mankind
16
by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved-- so as always to fill up the
measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them at last!

1.

imitation, perseverance, and suffering (cf. 3.1-5)

2. “the churches of God in Christ Jesus” (cf. 1.1)
3. Paul’s prophetic word of judgment against the Jews
a. “who killed both the Lord Jesus3 and the prophets”4

everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy
that he powerfully works within me. Colossians 2:6-7 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
Philippians 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will
and to work for his good pleasure. Ephesians 3:14-21 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom
every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith –
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth
and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to
the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.
3 Acts 2:23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed
by the hands of lawless men. Acts 3:13-15 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our
fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided
to release him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.
4 1 Kings 19:9-10 There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he
said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For
the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and
I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” Luke 11:47-51 Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the
prophets whom your fathers killed. 48 So you are witnesses and you consent to the deeds of your fathers, for they killed
them, and you build their tombs. 49 Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some
of whom they will kill and persecute,’ 50 so that the blood of all the prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, may
be charged against this generation, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar
and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this generation. Matthew 23:31-37 Thus you witness against
yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. 33 You
serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? 34 Therefore I send you prophets and wise
men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from
town to town, 35 so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the
blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly, I say to you,
all these things will come upon this generation. 37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings, and you were not willing!
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b. “drove us out” (cf. Acts 8, 17.1ff, etc.)
c. “displease God5 and oppose all mankind”
i. “by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved”6
d. “so that they always fill up the measure of their sins”7
e. “but wrath has come upon them at last”8

5

Cf. 1 Thess 2.3-4: sincere Gospel preaching pleases God.

6 Isaiah 42:5-10 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth
and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 “I am the LORD; I have
called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light
for the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who
sit in darkness. 8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 9 Behold, the
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.” 10 Sing to the
LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth, you who go down to the sea, and all that fills it, the coastlands
and their inhabitants. Isaiah 49:5-6 And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to
bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him-- for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my
God has become my strength – 6 he says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of
Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to
the end of the earth.” Luke 2:27-32 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord,
now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that
you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people
Israel.” Acts 26:14-18 And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language,
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 15 And I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you
for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which
I will appear to you, 17 delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles – to whom I am sending you 18 to open their
eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness
of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ Philippians 2:14-16 Do all things without grumbling
or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of
Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. (Cf. 1 Tim 2.1-4)
7 Genesis 15:16 “And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
complete.” (Cf. Daniel 8.23-25; Luke 11.50; Matt 23.32)
8 Romans 11:7-10, 25 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were
hardened, 8 as it is written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would not see and ears that would not hear, down
to this very day.” 9 And David says, “Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for
them; 10 let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and bend their backs forever.” … 25 Lest you be wise in your
own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the
fullness of the Gentiles has come in.
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