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A Study in
1 Thessalonians

Review: 1 Thessalonians 1.1-10
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5
because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.
6
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction,
with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia
and in Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9 For
they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned
to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

God’s love and election (v.4) is the source of the Thessalonians’ faith,
love, and hope (v.3) and is manifest by the way the Gospel came to them
(v.5), how they received it (v.6), and their conversion (v.9b-10) and
witness (vv.7-9a), all of which is brought to mind when Paul prays and
results in thanksgiving (vv.2-3a).
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1 Thessalonians 2.1-12 (To Please God: Paul’s ministry and motivation)
For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in vain. 2 But though we had
already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God
to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict.
3
For our appeal does not spring from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, 4 but just as
we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but
to please God who tests our hearts.
5
For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed-- God is
witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others, though we could
have made demands as apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother
taking care of her own children. 8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share
with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to
us. 9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not
be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and
God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our conduct toward you believers. 11 For you
know how, like a father with his children, 12 we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and
charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.

Boldness in our God to declare the Gospel (2.1-2)
For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in vain. 2 But though we had
already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God
to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict.

1.

“for you yourselves know” (2.1, 2, 5, 9, 10, 11)

2. “Our coming”
a. Itinerant philosophers, teachers, and orators in the first century1
b. “was not in vain” (cf. 1 Thess 1.8-10)
3. “we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi”2

1

Cf. Lucian of Samosata, Alexander the False Prophet

2 Acts 16.16-25: As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and
brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become
greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it
came out that very hour. 19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said,
“These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to
accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders
to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering
the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in
the stocks. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to
them
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4. “we had boldness in our God” (cf. 2.5, 10: “God is witness”)
a. “to declare to you the gospel of God”
b. “in the midst of much conflict (ἀγών; agōn)”

Pure Motives to Please God (2.3-4)
3

For our appeal does not spring from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, 4 but just as we
have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to
please God who tests our hearts.

1.

“our appeal (παράκλησις; paraklēsis)”
a. not from error, impurity, or deceit
b. we have been approved (δοκιμάζω; dokimazō) by God
i. to be entrusted with the gospel3

2. so we speak
a. not to please man
b. but to please God4
i. who tests (δοκιμάζω; dokimazō) our hearts5

3 Galatians 1.10-17: For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still
trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. 11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was
preached by me is not man’s gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through
a revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God
violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so
extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who
called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did
not immediately consult with anyone; 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went
away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.
4 2 Timothy 2:1-4 You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2 and what you have heard
from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 Share in
suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the
one who enlisted him. 2 Timothy 4:1-4 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn
away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.
5

Psalm 26:1-3 Of David. Vindicate me, O LORD, for I have walked in my integrity, and I have trusted in the LORD
without wavering. 2 Prove me, O LORD, and try me; test my heart and my mind. 3 For your steadfast love is before my
eyes, and I walk in your faithfulness. (cf. Ps 7.9; 17.3; Jer 11.20; 12.3; 17.10; Rom 8.27; Rev 2.23)
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